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Introduction

Since 2011, WF has been 
implementing a series of 
community development activities 
aimed at strengthening ongoing 
efforts by the community and local 
government bodies and filling 
serious gaps

What are the activities and  
preliminary impacts, both observed 
and anticipated.? 



Methodology
data that have been compiled from different  

sources: 
◦various activity reports that have been submitted to WF by 

local government and community bodies 

◦the outcome of long day workshop held in Mezezo on the 
15 June  2019 

◦The review meeting brought together
  WF representatives, 
 local government bodies, academics Civil society 
 Teachers, school administrators, and community 

members/beneficiaries  
to deliberate on what has been done over the last many years, 
challenges encountered, good practices, and lessons learned. 

Previous study and observation 



The Initial Assessment 

WF began its operations in late 2010 with 
an initial assessment of community needs 
and existing efforts in Mezezo town. 

From the initial assessment, the following 
were identified as priority issues:
◦Lack of a clean and regular water supply for 

drinking and household use
◦The town’s health center lacked the capacity to 

provide adequate health services 
◦The  schools lacked vital facilities
◦Poverty or the need for livelihood strengthening 



WF Interventions: Improving the provision 
of quality education to students

WF built and handed three 
additional blocks (library, two blcoks 
of laboratories) in the town’s high 
school in 2012/2013 and one library 
and school cafetaria for Kobastil 
primary school in 2017.

the foundation also supplied more 
than 5864 books and materials 
including reading tables and chairs 
and other necessary facilities. 









School cafetaria in KobastilSchool cafetaria in Kobastil



WF Interventions: Improving the provision 
of quality education to students

 Improving the school attendance 
and experience of girls

WF has been providing sanitary pads 
for more than 1000 girls in three 
schools. 

This was done based on the 
observation that girls were often absent 
from school during their menstrual 
periods or drop out altogether due to 
the taboo surrounding menstruation . 



 Improving the school attendance and experience 
of girls

the Foundation has also assisted in the 
establishment of a menstruation 
management room within the 
compounds of the school 

To ensure that girls have a safe, private 
and secure space where they can 
change sanitary pads, clean 
themselves and continue to attend 
school 

Supported health and  girls’ club in all 
three schools



Ensuring the continued 
schooling of orphaned children 
There are many orphaned 

children who have lost either one 
or both parents and at a high risk 
of dropping out of school

 WF has provided their guardians 
with one pair of female sheep for 
each orphaned child under their 
care. 



Ensuring the continued 
schooling of orphaned children 
A total of 217orphaned children 

(130 boys and 87 girls) who have 
lost both of their parents have been 
given two-three sheep each thus 
far. 

supervising committee consisting 
of local community members, 
elders, the school administration, 
and the local government 
administration was set up. 



Improving the provision of 
quality health care to the 
community
Building a new high capacity, fully functional 
maternity ward

WF has built and handed over a new maternity 
ward

the maternity ward consists of
◦ four delivery rooms, 
◦two maternity wards with five beds each for pre and post 

delivery follow up, 
◦one duty station, one utility and sterilization room, two 

bathrooms, waiting room and one conference room. 
In comparison with the Health Center’s previous 

maternity ward that had a single bed, the new 
maternity ward marks a huge leap forward in 
terms of capacity as well as quality of care. 







Renovating old buildings of the health Centre

WF has also renovated three old 
buildings in the Health center 
that housed 
◦the previous maternity ward, 
◦the center’s laboratory, 
◦examination room, and pharmacy. 

Provided additional medical and 
office equipment 



Improving the compound 

The Foundation has also 
contributed to the cleaning up 
and beautification of the health 
center’s compound, 

thereby making it a welcoming 
and appealing place. 





Ensuring  schools and community at 
large have regular and readily 
available access to clean water 

Water is only pumped in to water 
pipe lines for a duration of three to 
four hours a day or a week. 

As a result, none of the schools had a 
steady supply of clean of water and 
students did not have access to a 
clean water whenever they wanted. 

WF has installed high capacity water 
tankers and pumps in all three 
schools to tackle this problem. 



Improving water supply

WF has also donated a high 
capacity water tanker to the 
health center 

WF developed  6 spring water 
sources and one drilled water 
well for Kobastil community and 
one more  is under construction.











2019 water projects 





Supporting the poorest of the poor

WF created incomes for 50 single mothers in 
Mezezo and  32 in Kobastil.

The foundation has been supporting  old people 
and disadvantaged and extremely vulnerable 
individuals who do not have family that can take 
care of them. 

They received sanitary towels not to be 
compelled to stay at home during menstruation.

40 single mothers have been given 120 sheep.
 10 single mothers have received chicken and 

start up capital  to prepare and sell local 
traditional drinks.











Wondem Foundation built one shop with local 
materials and facilitated for two disable people in 
Mezezo

Wondem Foundation built one shop with local 
materials and facilitated for two disable people in 
Mezezo



Public toilets and shower 
rooms
The residents of Mezezo did not 

have access to either private or 
public toilet and shower facilities. 

WF built centrally located 6 
public toilets with 2 shower 
rooms thereby contributing to 
enviromental hygine and 
wellbeing of the community 



Opening ceremony of the new 
central latrine with public shower 
rooms

Opening ceremony of the new 
central latrine with public shower 
rooms





Opening ceremony of the new 
central latrine with public shower 
rooms

Opening ceremony of the new 
central latrine with public shower 
rooms



Opening ceremony of the new 
central latrine with public 
shower rooms

Opening ceremony of the new 
central latrine with public 
shower rooms



Preliminary  indicators of impact

Improving the quality of education 
The 3 libraries and the two science laboratories 

have contributed to the schools’ capacity to 
provide quality education to its students. 

There are at least two indicators that lend 
support to this. 
◦School records show that the number of students 

who repeat grades has been steadily declining over 
the past three years. 

◦Student scores in the national school leaving 
examination administered at the end of grade 10 
have also shown remarkable improvement in the 
same period. 



The Provision of Sanitary 
Pads 
The provision of sanitary pads to girls has 

greatly improved the school experience of 
girls, increased their self confidence, and 
improved their school performance. 

They are now able come to school without 
any fear of being shamed whether or not 
they were having their menstrual periods. 

The dropout and repetition rates of girls 
have dramatically decreased in all three 
of the schools







Improving the delivery of quality 
health care  

The construction of the HC is 
having tremendous and 
immediate impacts in increasing 
the capacity of the health center 
in its ongoing effort to provide 
affordable, accessible and quality 
healthcare to more than 20 
thousand people it is serving. 



Improving the delivery of quality health 
care  

 It has made giving birth at the 
health center a comfortable, 
enjoyable and preferable option 
for mothers.

Ambulance has been provided
Reportedly, no single mother has 

died while giving birth since then 
  



Improving the delivery of quality health 
care  

Staff at the health centre are using  some 
of the beds in the new maternity block  and 
started providing in-patient services for 
severely ill patients who need to stay at the 
centre for close follow up and monitoring. 

For people in the town and its vicinity, this 
has avoided the expensive and arduous 
need to travel to the nearest hospital 65 
kms away and marked a significant 
improvement.   





Inspiring and building the capacity and 
resilience of the community to solve its own 
problems: Changing the game 

 The activities of WF coupled with the fact that 
one of its founders was once a part of the 
community seem to have inspired the 
community and other individuals in and 
outside of  the country at large to contribute 
their share to solving the problems in the area. 

 Inspired by Tefera’s efforts, one disapora 
person from Finland but originally from Mezezo 
 is actively  supporting the area. Others from 
US are following his footsteps

 The community is energized and actively 
engages in community development instead of 
waiting for others to do it. 

 If such initiatives continue and spread around, 
this may indeed be the greatest impact of the 
Foundation in the area.  



The way forward

Considering that WF has only been in 
existence for less than a decade , what it 
has accomplished so far is commendable. 

Most of its activities have already started 
to register important changes at the 
community level. 

However, there is yet much to be done 
both in terms of intensifying and 
consolidating currently ongoing efforts as 
well as initiating and implementing new 
and more ambitious ones. 



What counts in life is not the 
mere fact that we lived. It is what 
difference we have made to the 
lives of others (N. Mandela)

You have not lived today until 
you have done something for 
someone who can never repay 
you (John Bunyan)

 
 



Dank wel voor luisteren
Amesegenalehu
Bedankt voor het luisteren
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